Binary hammerhead ribozymes with high cleavage activity.
Binary hammerhead ribozymes consisted of two oligoribonucleotides capable of assembling into hammerhead structure (without loop II) on the RNA target were engineered. Catalytic activities of such ribozymes were investigated in comparison with their full-length analog and ribozyme where two strands were jointed by non-nucleotidic linker. Binary constructs were shown to be significantly more active than the parent full-length hammerhead ribozyme.